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=3 There are still shipowners out there who believe that the scrapping of
- ships on the beaches of Bangladesh, India, and Pakistan is necessary,
even though the working conditions are extremely dangerous. One of the
individuals trying to turn the world'’s attention to the issue is 45-year-old
attorney Syeda Rizwana Hasan. But Europe is far away.
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r_"__'l e violent explosion oo Iranian
tunker T1. Thama was cowsed by
a pocket ol gasokife and gasa
lirne fwimies, aned 18 ha fatal con
seguenicesier the peopleaphoznd
the ship. Even thoogh the ship
- . weas coinplerely sl 16 peapls
wiere Kiled and upio 50 people injured.

FL L s nol s much Lne scope il e aceidenl
That pot the medias acbendion. o wos oore L Gl
that TO. Bang weas located ona sandy beachin At
b Cévee DEpe ol Chae explosion, o Ehe 2l ng tan ke
bl been sailed omto Che shore of Chittagong b
Hangladesh om Dhal day in 2000, when a welling
Lrem Broke theough Che rusty holl e amsona
cadaver, amariy of ezl workess weredaking Lhe
shilp apart, Ui ng U bils ard piecesinio the
broaen walers ek Drom where The denris was
cartied iway om primitive boalsto beaokl a3 scrap

That was bn 30600, And The siluagion Bl sime
Limlay, a5 fsl d Lol has changed on e beaches in
RAanglodesh since Chen The swork 9 Lhe sameand
the rish e the workers is extrerne Amd tew' pes
plewarry abaul Heeiraately

Crize of The people wirtking Lo change e
condilions, and whi has been warking with the
iasme for mamy vears, is Syeda Rizwana Hasan
Attarney, efvdironmental sstivis, and head of Lhe
irgitilzat et Bangladesh By inmmmeni] Law vers
Apcialjom [RELAL shich sinoe the 004 has been
Mphding the comnier s huge scrappang indusiey,
Biwingg Lafen several cises all the way to Llbe coun
Lry's Seipiestte Coird,

The pasogde woor b ing af e scrapyurlsare no
aware af Lhe canditions Chey are being sutisct
ed 1o by their emplevers. That this conbd end up
verling Chest el Hves, 1 hnd that very baid (o
accepl,” she tells ShippingWatch. Sveda Rizwana
Haasnm used L vESiL Lhe Yands Treguentiy, b sl
Hirs been denied acoess fng more Lhan o yer and
i bl e’ dise o fier wark, Thds dees nal mase s
Uy eadhler or Ehe 45 weae-odd wissmnn D resch hes
gost L Al i becomes even e Al eonsder
g that the country s pritoe mintsrer f= defying
Lhe Vendicts of [he Supreni Coirl, as she lers
Lhar imgeoying werliing condirion ar e vands

wiald shinl down thescrapping tndustre Indight
of thix, SvedaRizwana Hesin is calling far actian
Iram aeganizalione in compielely diflerent pures
ol the wworkl, including the EU in Brossels aml
Lie MO in London

Al daring the speing of 205, The subject ol
responsibile sorapping cansed & o0 ol debate in
Hruszels. The EL Commission proposed a new
el 0 fegiklagions b fale JOLD yirmest 31 endusng
that Furspentt abips in the future conld only be
sctapped at facilities complving with Sandards
telated fo the salety of workers and theenyiren
tnehl. Theis hagipened a5 jarl of the secognition
that the interhational $crappéng convention, Lhe
Husg Kiomg sovyvention, bl made mo seal prisgres
sinice 10 was adopled in 2009, For while adopiing
It is e Lhiogg, pifing 0 indo effect isa wholly
dilferend muobt=r. The mest oplimistic prosgect
righ mony i3 200,

“The peaple working at the
scrap yards are not aware
of the conditions they are
being subjected to by their
employers.”

frila Firmana Hovan

Wihen e ambassadors of Lthe ELF countries
woled on Lhe fal proposal ducing the suises
014, 3 was dgtprosed by the amallest posailda
mmaieeiny and ina moee ampulibed verson Chan
criginally propoesed.

T Asilan shipowners ad il thal the conditbons
con L Ecilinies are pooe, Hul Che Asiun Shipown
ers’ Assaciiilinon does pol believe Lhat the sector is
ey far o ban againat besching, the industry’s
tertn Jor scrupping o ship on o bedcd. The ship
pineg indusrry depends on this poessilslity, amd i

they decicle o shid down the aclilzes, these will
simpy be msmnificsend capacey due scrapping the
rhetry shiiprs thal need obe Gesnyed in Uhe com

g vears. savs Lhe Asdan s hipowners’. One of L
e el debated Bsues comeerns i limg
1 shipping company con be held responsibile fee
{1s ships, to make sure Chal Lhe ships are seoapped
usnider decent conditions. When i shippéng com

iy b sl s sk o mbdili=man, whe seli
kB e scraprped 6 Che <hipownes sipesgpon

gilale? frwssels- hawad NGO Shipbreaking Forum
sane Vs i Bl Do sl measures 5 e ning
certilicates thal cormimil buyets He o sending
the ships b be seragiped an the beaches of Bang

ladbessh, Ersdice, amdd Pakiscan. Thissummeras par
of efforts b put added pressure oi shipowers,
e MGO pubilished o e of 10006 shigping com

prasiies W hiave mode geod bosiness since 2
by selling Cheeir shiprs o scrafs in Seultbeast Asia
Duanish skipping company Sordana i featured on
13 §idl, &5 the comtipany sold & shiip e an Indian
sCrapping carngany bacs in S0 Knowing well
whete the ship would end wp, CEG Lars Steen
Basmussen ad milted to ShippiagWatch. He dicd,
biweever, alibess thal the comnpany raredy fiess 1o
sorap shiips and is ioking Iorwand o the imgde

il iom of Che Homg Kong comvenlion. Maerak
wenl aboid Lhe issoe i a differeni manner and bis
sipace L Hinag Kong ohvention was adopied. had
1 puslicy of ool beaching ships, Gpring ineesd m
rey anly en specinl ly approved Tcilities in China,
even Lvimgh Lhe shipping company savs it loses
e il dallass pet 4 000 Lel cobdainet ship,
w4 Lhe serap price is higher oncthe beaches, The
warld's Arh Barges container carrier, ATL ook
advamioge of this in the sumirier of 3005, when
leakar ol Lhectiriet '-.1E|:'|!.-.J':\-lr|:|:l~:'ul cilleld Pres

dent sexies where all the ships are mamed Tor LS
prresaderils, were sohd b scrapst ane of Che bescbes
rnengioned, namely Adang in Tndga, And il sine
angiimeni i penera lly repeated whepsver thecri

i 5y s elaces: halernal sl reguition s he best
sl i, and Chins monas carriersare wailing e
Lhe Hemg Koy convention. At this paint, Nar

weay s Uhe enly couniey Lo Dave malinsd Che Hiong
Eong convenLxn F
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A that istoo long toowaitl, savs Syeda Riowana
Hasun. In oddition b the fact thot the ships are
clangernus for the waorkers. o majority of them
have not-vet been drained for taxic waste:

“The internotbonal and national authorities
owg ht toensure that theships donol entes Hang
Ladesh carrving toxic wasie nnbaard. |thas tobe
remeved mutside af the conntry, hecawse we do
oot have the necessary focilities to handleit,” she
Eavs, referrimyf Lo bhe Base] cormventinn on waste.
which segutres thal shipmyners drain the chips

The Waorld Bank estimates that 79,000 toas of
ushestos ond E50LM tans of dangerons chemi
cals will be dumped an the beachesof Rangladesh
daring the nexl 20 vears alone,

Sveda Rirwano Hzsan is woriing to stop this
dhevelopemen . and Tener vears agshe actwal Iy s
ceeded in getting the Supreme Court o banoall
shipyards Giling tecomply with speciil envirom
mental stavdurds, Bat folhswing presare from the
imdluairy, Prime Minister Sheik b Hasime cpied ia
euse Lhe regulation. Beskles. the indesiry is a key
suieee of income e Lhe cotmnbey, emploving a4
mrany as 20,000 peopde, which leads Lo appd
sitiom in the government in terms ol enforcing
the Various lows the Supreme Court has placed
o Lie inelustey osver Lhe years: Sveda Rirwana
Hasan has ke aronnd seven cases Lo Court 40
tar, lunnching o new cdse in Dotober J0LE “The
Ertellirsl v B8 ievet going L chatige S wedan't push
. The pressure mly comes when Lhe govertmenl
bBeging i qhosy some comeniienent T Chis. 5o T
LB runles amen 1 ver y Light., anc we wanl tochange
thit, The proldert already has Che court s word
to e fave Lo keep pushiiag. And we'll keep
prashing until we get what we want,” she sys. &

Facls

T0-80 percent of the plobal fleet ends |bs
days n Bangiadech, Palistan, and india under
highly criticized condtions,

Fhi Hong Knng corsertian is the O's prope
sal aimed atintroducing a gl::h:l 5ot of rules
for the respaonsihle scrapping of ships, But
wery few countries have ratifeed the comesn-
ticn. The masd optiméstic prospect is that the
canyention comes inkn effect by 2020,

During Lhe st thres years, 519 alvips have
bieer scrapped in Bangladesh, and 10 ships
are curnently e takoen apart o the coun-
ey s heaches

Before the summer of 2013, the B voded 10
comiplle a kst of approwed scrapping Faclitles
within the EU and in non-0ECD cauntries. The
requirements bar the sorspping facllibies are
estimated to come Indo effect I five years,

ek

e 'Wrorkd Bank estimvales ehat 75000 toes
ul mabieilon giind 250,000

chemicais will be domgeed en the beaches o
Ravigiladeih d urmyg e miret 390 yaers slone
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